
Senses



How many senses do we have?
Scientists don’t agree on how many senses we
have.

There are five basic senses that everyone
knows: Taste, Smell, Touch, Hearing and Sight.

But we can also sense temperature, pain,
movement, balance, and where our body is.

Can you think of anything else that you can
sense? ____________________________



Join the senses to the most appropriate part of
the body. What part of our body senses what?

Sight Hearing Smell Touch

Taste Balance Temperature

Proprioception (where your body is)



Touch Experiment
The feely box has two holes in the top - one has
a sock on it, the other just has a cuff.

First put your hand in the socked hole and feel
what’s in the box. Can you guess what it is?
_____________________________________

Now put your hand in the cuff hole. Can you feel
what’s in the box now? ____________________

Is it easier to feel through the sock, or without the
sock in the way? (circle the correct answer)

It’s easier to feel through a sock.

It’s easier to feel without a sock in the way.



Taste Experiment One
There are four bowls of crisps.
Hold your nose and taste one crisp from each
bowl.
Write down the flavour that you think each crisp
is, in the table below.
Then, taste another crisp, this time without
holding your nose. Write down the flavour that
you think the crisp is now.

Bowl Flavour tasted
whilst holding

nose

Flavour tasted
whilst being
able to smell

1
2
3
4

Did smelling the crisps make them taste
different? _______________________________



Taste Experiment Two
Close your eyes and hold out your hand.
Someone will put a jelly bean into your hand.
Bite the jelly bean in half and eat one half of it.
Guess the flavour of the jelly bean, and tell your
partner your guess.
Now open your eyes and look at the colour of the
half a jelly bean.
Eat the second half of the jelly bean.
Guess the flavour now. Does it taste different
now that you know what colour it is?

Jelly Bean Flavour tasted
with eyes

closed

Flavour tasted
with eyes open

1
2
3
4

Does seeing the jelly bean affect how it tastes?
_______________________________________



Temperature Testing
We’re going to test whether age makes people
better or worse at guessing temperatures.
Who do you think will be most accurate at
guessing the temperatures, (circle your
prediction).

Children Teenagers Adults
Put your hand in the two bowls of water and
guess what temperature they are.
Then we will use a thermometer to measure the
real temperature.

Bowl Your Guess Actual
Temperature

Difference

1
2

Who was best at guessing the temperatures?
Children Teenagers Adults

Do you have any theories about why they were
the best? _______________________________



Smell Experiment
We’re going to test whether heat makes smells
disperse faster.
Which smell do you think will spread quicker, the
one in hot water or the one in cold water? (circle
your prediction)

Cold Hot

Which of the smells did you smell first?
Cold Hot

Which one did most people smell first?
Cold Hot

Can you think of any way we could improve on
this experiment? ________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________



Braille Reading

Have a go at reading a braille message.
You can write down what you think it says here:



Braille Writing
Using the slate and stylus, have a go at writing
your own message.
Remember, you’re writing on the back, so you
need to start at the right hand side of the paper,
and to write the letters back to front.
Here’s what they’ll look like from the back:

Writing in braille is very tricky at first. But, it gets
easier with practise.




